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ACCESS TO FAMILY LAW AND GUARDIANSHIP COURT RECORDS

(a) [Unchanged.]
(b) Definition and Construction of Terms.
(1) [Unchanged.]
(2) “Family law case or guardianship case” means any case filed under Cchapters 11.88,

11.92, 11.130, 26.09, 26.10, 26.12, 26.18, 26.21, 26.23, 26.26, 26.27, 26.50, 26.52, 73.36 and 74.34 RCW.

(3)–(8) [Unchanged.]
(9) “Sealed documents containing Restricted Personal Identifiers” means a document containing one or more Restricted Personal Identifier required by statute.   

(c) Access to Family Law or Guardianship Court Records.

(1) General Policy. Except as provided in RCW 26.26.610(2) 26.26A.500 and subsections (c)(2) and (c)(3) below, all court records shall be open to the public for inspection and copying upon request. The Clerk of the court may assess fees, as may be authorized by law, for the production of such records.

(2) Restricted Access. The Confidential Information Form, Sealed Financial Source Documents, Sealed Documents containing Restricted Personal Identifiers, Domestic Violence Information Form, Notice of Intent to Relocate required by RCW 26.09.440, Sealed Personal Health Care Record, Retirement Plan Order, Confidential Reports as defined in (e)(2)(B), copies of any unredacted Judicial Information System (JIS) database information considered by the court for parenting plan approval as set forth in (f) of this rule, and any Personal Information Sheet necessary for JIS purposes shall only be accessible as provided in sections (h) and (i) herein.

(3) [Unchanged.]
(d) Restricted Personal Identifiers Not Required—Except. Parties to a family law case or the protected person respondent, individual subject to guardianship, conservatorship or other protective arrangement, or other party in a guardianship case shall not be required to provide restricted personal identifiers in any document filed with the court or required to be provided upon filing a family law or guardianship case, except:

(1) “Sealed financial source documents” or “Sealed documents containing Restricted Personal Identifiers” filed in accordance with (g)(1).

(2) [Unchanged.]
(3) Court requested documents that contain restricted personal identifiers, which may be submitted by a party as financial source documents or in a document containing restricted personal identifiers under the provisions of section (g) of this rule.

Comment

Court records not meeting the definition of “Sealed Financial Source Documents,”    “Sealed documents containing Restricted Personal Identifiers” “Personal Health Care Records,” Retirement Plan Orders, Confidential Reports or court records that otherwise meet the definition but have not been submitted in accordance with (g)(1) are not automatically sealed. Section (3) provides authority for the court to seal court records containing restricted personal identifiers upon motion of a party, or on the court’s own motion during a hearing or trial.

(e) Filing of Reports in Family Law and Guardianship cases--Cover Sheet.

(1) This section applies to documents that are intended as reports to the court in Family law and Guardianship cases including, but not limited to, the following:

(A)–(E) [Unchanged.]
(F) Reports of a guardian ad litem or Court Appointed Special Advocate or visitor or court visitor.
(2)–(3) [Unchanged.]

(f) [Unchanged.]
(g) Sealing Financial Source Documents, Sealed documents containing Restricted Personal Identifiers, Personal Health Care Records, and Sealed Confidential Reports in Family Law and Guardianship cases--Cover Sheet.

(1) Financial source documents, documents containing Restricted Personal Identifiers, personal health care records, confidential reports as defined in (e)(2)(B) of this rule, and copies of unredacted JIS database records considered by the court for parenting plan approval as set forth in (f) of this rule, shall be submitted to the clerk under a cover sheet designated “SEALED FINANCIAL SOURCE DOCUMENTS,” “SEALED DOCUMENTS CONTAINING RESTRICTED PERSONAL IDENTIFIERS,”   “SEALED PERSONAL HEALTH CARE RECORDS,” “SEALED CONFIDENTIAL REPORT” or “JUDICIAL INFORMATION SYSTEM DATABASE RECORDS” for filing in the court record of family law or guardianship cases.

(2) All financial source documents, documents containing restricted personal identifiers, personal health care records, confidential reports, or JIS database records so submitted shall be automatically sealed by the clerk. The cover sheet or a copy thereof shall remain part of the public court file.

(3) The court may order that any financial source documents or other documents containing restricted personal identifiers, personal health care records, any report containing information described in (e)(2)(B), or copies of unredacted JIS database records considered by the court for parenting plan approval as described in (f) be sealed, if they have not previously automatically been sealed pursuant to this rule.

(4) [Unchanged.]
Comment

[Unchanged.]
(h) Access by Courts, Agencies, and Parties to Restricted Documents.

(1) [Unchanged.]
(2) Except as otherwise provided by statute or court order, the following persons shall have access to all documents filed in a family law or guardianship case, except the Personal Information Sheet, Vital Statistics Form, Confidential Information Form, Domestic Violence Information Form, Law Enforcement Information Form, and Foreign Protection Order Form.

(A)–(B) [Unchanged.]
(C) Court appointed Title 11 guardians ad litem, visitor or court visitor as to cases where they are actively involved.

(i) [Unchanged.]
[Adopted effective October 1, 2001; Amended effective July 1, 2006; August 11, 2009.]

